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Morgan Day Frank

Associate Professor of American Literature, University of Oxford
Tutorial Fellow, Worcester College
St Cross Building, Manor Road
Oxford OX1 3UL
morgan.dayfrank@ell.ox.ac.uk


ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT

Associate Professor of American Literature, University of Oxford, 2025 – Present
Tutorial Fellow, Worcester College, 2025 – Present 
Assistant Director of Studies, History and Literature, Harvard University, 2023-2025
Lecturer, History and Literature, Harvard University, 2020-2025
Lecturer, English Department, Yale University, Spring 2023
Visiting Assistant Professor, English Department, Wesleyan University, 2017-2020


EDUCATION

Stanford University
PhD, English, June 2017
MA, English, June 2013
Dissertation: “Schools of Fiction”

Wesleyan University
BA, English, High Honors, Phi Beta Kappa, May 2008 


BOOKS

Notes on the Novella (under contract with Princeton University Press)

Schools of Fiction: Literature and the Making of the American Educational System (Oxford University Press, 2023)

Reviewed in Modern Language Quarterly, Novel: A Forum on Fiction, Studies in the Novel, European Journal of American Studies
	Shortlisted for the 2024 MSA First Book Prize


PUBLICATIONS

Academic:
“Theory of the Novella?” forthcoming in New Literary History
“Notes on the Novella,” Novel: A Forum on Fiction 56.1 (Spring 2023), 105-127 
“Don’t Read,” New Literary History 50.4 (Spring 2020), 45-66
“Fourth and Long,” Modern Language Quarterly 80.3 (September 2019), 311-334
“Secret Societies!” Modernism/Modernity Print Plus 3.4 (December 2018) 
“Interest, Disgust,” Novel: A Forum on Fiction 50.2 (August 2017), 197-216  

Public:
“Sports Talk,” n+1 Online (November 2015)
“NBA Playoff Update: Game 7,” n+1 Online (May 2011)
“Quick Study,” n+1 Online (May 2009)
“Things That Are Just Barely Thicker Than Peter Gallagher’s Eyebrows,” McSweeney’s Online (May 2005) 


FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS
	
Stephen Botein Teaching Prize, Harvard University, Spring 2025
Harvard Excellence in Teaching Award, The Derek Bok Center for Teaching and Learning, Fall 2020, Fall 2021
Drue Heinz Postdoctoral Fellowship in American Literature at University of Oxford, 2020-2022 (declined)
Tsinghua-Michigan Society of Fellows, 2019-2022 (declined)
Alden Prize for best dissertation in the Department of English at Stanford, 2018
Mellon/ACLS Dissertation Completion Fellowship, 2016-2017
Bicentennial Narrators Scholarship Fund, 2010–2016
Graduate Research Award, Stanford University, Summer 2015 
Worked at the Harvard University Archives studying the Presidential Records of Charles W. Eliot.  
Olin Fellowship, Wesleyan University, Summer 2007


CONFERENCES AND PRESENTATIONS

“There Is No Such Thing as a Novella,” keyword seminar “Novella,” Society for Novel Studies, Durham, May-June 2025
“Print Capitalism Between the Book and the Periodical,” American Literature Research Seminar, Rothermere Institute, University of Oxford, October 2024 
“Teachable Works of Literature,” the seminar “Reading the Classroom,” ACLA, Montreal, March 2023 
“The Harlem Renaissance as a ‘Fad’ or ‘Vogue,’” Harlem as Hub Stream, MSA, Brooklyn, October 2023
“The Rise of the Novella,” Print Genres panel, C19, Coral Gables, March 2022 
“The Hood and the Cross, The Skull and the Snake: Secret Societies in Post-Reconstruction Higher Education,” (Secret Societies) panel, C19, October 2020
“Scaling the Dime Novel: A Quantitative Analysis of House Style,” Scaling the West panel, Western Literature Association, Estes Park, September 2019
“Charles Chesnutt’s Not-So-Secret Secret Societies,” Charles Waddell Chesnutt Association panel, ALA, Boston, May 2019
“The Rise of the Novella,” the seminar “On Length,” ACLA, Georgetown University, March 2019
“Institutionalizing the Short Story,” The Rise of the Short Story panel, MLA Convention, Chicago, January 2019
“Henry James and the Great American Novella,” International Conference on Books, Publishing & Libraries, University of Pennsylvania, July 2018
“Willing Your Team to Defeat,” Climates of the Will panel, C19, University of New Mexico, March 2018 
“Popular Education During Reconstruction, and Its Unpopular Alternatives,” Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association, San Diego, April 2017
“Nathanael West’s A Cool Million,” Reading After Trump Podcast, with Alex Woloch and Kenny Ligda, February, 2017
“House Style: The Rise and Fall of Beadle & Adams, 1860-1898,” Lab Day, Stanford Literary Lab, February, 2017
“Frank Norris and the University of California,” Western Literature Association, Big Sky, Montana, September 2016
“The Emotional Turmoil of the Application,” Graduate Student Discussion Panel: Applying for Research and Dissertation Fellowships, Western Literature Association, Big Sky, Montana, September 2016
“Institutions of Not Reading,” Institutions of Reading seminar, ACLA, Harvard University, March 2016
“Institutional Time,” Working Group on the Novel, Stanford University, November 2015  
“Suspense: Language, Narrative, Affect,” Digital Humanities conference, University of Western Sydney, July 2015. Presented with Mark Algee-Hewitt, Chelsea Davis, Abigail Droge, Tasha Eccles, Laura Eidem, Erik Fredner, J.D. Porter, Andrew Shepard, Hannah Walser
“Suspense…,” Stanford Literary Lab, April 2015. Presented with Mark Algee-Hewitt, Chelsea Davis, Abigail Droge, Tasha Eccles, Laura Eidem, Erik Fredner, J.D. Porter, Andrew Shepard, Hannah Walser
“Henry James and the Counter-Reflexive Impulse,” English Department Working Group, Stanford University, February 2015
“Suspense: The Project,” Stanford Literary Lab, April 2014. Presented with Mark Algee-Hewitt, Chelsea Davis, Abigail Droge, Tasha Eccles, Laura Eidem, Erik Fredner, J.D. Porter, Andrew Shepard, Hannah Walser
“Schism, Partnership, and Crime-Solving in Rizzoli & Isles,” Stanford–Berkeley Conference, UC–Berkeley, April 2012
“The Prom That Never Ends: Campus Television and Compulsive Viewership,” Stanford–Berkeley Conference, Stanford University, April 2011







TEACHING 

Faculty of English, University of Oxford  
	Graduate Courses 
		“Print Capitalism in America,” Hilary 2026 

Undergraduate Electives
“The American Novel after 1945,” Michaelmas 2025

Tutorial Fellow, Worcester College	
English Literary History, 1910-Present, Hilary 2026
English Literary History, 1830-1910, Michaelmas 2025
Introduction to Literary Studies, Michaelmas 2025

History and Literature, Harvard University
Senior Tutorial 2020-2021, 2021-2022, 2023-2024, 2024-2025
“The Gilded Age” Fall 2020, Spring 2025
“The History of American Journalism” Fall 2023
“Mass Media and Culture” (sophomore tutorial, co-taught) Spring 2021, Spring 2022
“American Identities, American Anxieties” (junior tutorial) Fall 2021, Spring 2022
“What’s Wrong with American Journalism?” (first-year seminar) Fall 2021

Harvard Extension School, Division of Continuing Education
	“The Novella: A Global History” (graduate level) Fall 2024
“The Great American Novella” (graduate level) Fall 2021

English Department, Yale University
	“Reading and Writing the Modern Essay” Spring 2023 	

English Department, Wesleyan University
	“The Great American Novella,” Spring 2020
“What Was the Public Sphere?” Spring 2019, Spring 2020
“Literature of the Gilded Age” Fall 2019
“Edgar Allan Poe and Literary Culture” Fall 2018, Fall 2019 (2 sections)
“Darwinian Fictions” Spring 2018, Spring 2019
“The Past and Present of American Journalism” Fall 2017, Fall 2018 (2 sections)
 “Reading and Rereading Moby Dick” Spring 2018
	“The 1850’s” Fall 2017	

Department of English, Stanford University
“Reading and Rereading Moby Dick” Summer 2016
“The Great American Novella” Spring 2016
“Prep Schools, Frat Houses, and Hogwarts: The Campus in 20th and 21st Century Literature” Summer 2015 
[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]“Narrative and Narrative Theory,” as teaching assistant, Fall 2013  
“Literary History II: 1630-1850,” as teaching assistant, Winter 2011   

Program in Writing and Rhetoric, Stanford University
“Let’s Hear It for the Boy[s]: The Rhetoric of Bromance” Winter and Spring 2012  

Other teaching experience:
Instructor, “Edgar Allan Poe: or, American Literature Buried Alive,” course offered through Wesleyan Institute for Lifelong Learning, Spring 2019
Project Manager, “Sports and the University,” an online course, with professors Blakey Vermeule and Susan Stephens, Stanford University, 2015–2016, 2016-2017  
Research Mentor, Stanford-CCNY Partnership, Stanford University, Summer 2015, Summer 2016
Honors Thesis Mentor, Stanford University Department of English, 2013–2014, 2014–2015, 2015–2016
Writing Tutor, Hume Center for Writing and Speaking, Stanford University, 2012–2013, 2013–2014, 2014–2015, 2015–2016
Graduate Mentor, Bing Honors Thesis College, Stanford University American Studies Program, Summer 2012, 2013, 2014
Course Assistant, Writing Center Tutor Seminar, for Sarah Pittock, Stanford University, Spring 2014
Course Coordinator, “Sports and Culture,” for Professor Blakey Vermeule, Stanford University Department of English, Winter 2013 and Spring 2014


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE AND SERVICE

Senior Fellow, Rothermere American Institute, 2025-
MSt Examination Board, Oxford English Faculty, 2025-2026
Committee on People and Culture, Worcester College, 2025-2026
Committee on Instruction, History and Literature, Harvard University, 2020-2021, 2021-2022, 2023-2024, 2024-2025
Curriculum Subcommittee, History and Literature, Harvard University, 2021-2022
Co-Founder and Coordinator, English Department Working Group, Stanford University, 2014–2015, 2015–2016, 2016-2017
Coordinator, Honors Thesis Mentorship Program, for Professor Alice Staveley, Department of English, Stanford University, 2013–2014, 2014–2015, 2015–2016
Graduate Coordinator, Hume Center for Writing and Speaking, Stanford University, 2013–2014, 2014–2015
Co-Chair, English Graduate Student Council, Stanford University, 2014–2015
Research Assistant for Professor Gavin Jones, Failure and the American Writer: A Literary History, 2013


RELATED WORK EXPERIENCE

Assistant Editor, n+1, Fall 2010–Winter 2012 



REFERENCES

Gavin Jones, Stanford University, grjones@stanford.edu, (650) 724-5626 
Mark McGurl, Stanford University, mcgurl@stanford.edu, (650) 723-4722
Nancy Ruttenburg, Stanford University, ruttenburg@stanford.edu, (650) 725-1644
Stephanie Kuduk Weiner, Wesleyan University, sweiner@wesleyan.edu, (860) 685-3634 
Matthew Carl Garrett, Wesleyan University, mcgarrett@wesleyan.edu, (860) 685-3598
Lauren Kaminsky, Harvard University, kaminsky@fas.harvard.edu, (617) 495-1901
